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ABOUT GACC
The Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC) is a unique cross-sectoral grouping of public, private 
and civil society organizations (CSOs) with a focus on promoting good governance and fighting 
corruption in Ghana. GACC was registered on March 13, 2001 under Ghana’s Companies Code.

VISION
A Ghana that is free from corruption where honesty, transparency, accountability, integrity and 
inclusion are upheld, thereby, helping to improve the standard of living of the people.
 
MISSION
To promote anti-corruption and good governance initiatives in Ghana through capacity-building, 
research and advocacy interventions by engaging coalition members and other key stakeholders 
operating at the regional, national and international levels.
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ADISS    Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening

ALAC    Advocacy and Legal Advice Centre

ARIC    Audit Report Implementation Committee

ACEP    African Centre for Energy Policy 

BIF    Business Integrity Forum

CFI    Civic Forum Initiative 

CMaC    Citizens Movement against Corruption

CHRAJ    Commission for Human Rights and Administrative Justice

CSO    Civil Society Organisation

GMA    Global Media Alliance 
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MMDCEs   Metropolitan, Municipal, District Chief Executives
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NACAP   National Anti-Corruption Action Plan
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OSIWA    Open Society Initiative for West Africa
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UNDP    United Nations Development Project

USAID    United States Agency for International Development

WACSI    West Africa Civil Society Institute
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INTRODUCTION

Distinguished stakeholders, it is another season to review the performances of the Ghana 
Anti-Corruption Coalition during the year as reflected in the annual report. The year under 
review has been a great time for the Coalition; marking fifteen years of establishment. The 
Coalition has, over the period, championed projects in the fight against corruption with the 
numerous strategic programmes implemented throughout the length and breadth of Ghana. 
Knowing how corruption in Ghana is impeding the rule of law that binds the governance 
process in the country, the Coalition has implemented capacity building programmes 
throughout this period to help in combating the menace from our society through 
collaborations with civil society organizations, international bodies, and citizens.

During the year, the Coalition stepped up work on implementation of its continuity strategy to 
promote anti-corruption by engaging in strategic meetings in the development of its goals. The 
year also marked an exciting period in the advocacy efforts of the Coalition as it took advantage 
of the election to implement programs that provided information for citizens in the run up to 
the 2016 presidential election.

Our performance throughout these past years portray us as an anti-corruption institution, 
which is focused on building and improving on strategies to prevent corruption in Ghana. The 
Coalition remains committed to its values and aims in the fight against corruption.

The year 2017 presents another opportunity for the Coalition to continue churning out its 
intense strategies to combat corruption in Ghana. It is not out of place to appreciate the entire 
Board members, donors, partners, stakeholders, and staff in advancing the course of the 
Coalition.

1.1. Remark by GACC Chair
          Nana Osei-Bonsu
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It is a privilege to once again present the annual report of the Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition to you our stakeholders 
as well as the general public. The Secretariat of the Coalition continued to sustain the gains made over the years in 
promoting the fight against corruption in Ghana. The values and aims of the Coalition in the fight against corruption 
over the past years continue to remain unchanged. Programmes and activities were implemented throughout the year 
per the Secretariat’s work plan for 2016. This summary report provides an in-depth look at the key programmes and 
activities implemented from January to December 2016. 

As sector lead for anti-corruption, the Coalition discharged its core functions with continuous advocacy activities for 
improved policies by targeting the appropriate groups, institutions, and stakeholders. Considering 2016 was an election 
year, the Coalition presented information on issues to the leadership of political parties, the media, and election related 
institutions such as the Electoral Commission prior to the presidential election. Also, through effective collaborations 
with its partners and donors the Coalition implemented election related programmes that created well informed 
decisions and engaged youths in the election process, contributing to a credible, peaceful, and free and fair election.

During the year, the Coalition increased its efforts to build capacity by implementing and using new strategies to get 
effective results. There was continued analysis of institutional barriers and limitations with a role in preventing 
anti-corruption in the country. The Coalition supported a number of strategic efforts to promote anti-corruption by 
partnering other civil society organizations to implement projects and responded to strategic grant proposals. The 
Secretariat, in a Consortium with Ghana Integrity Initiative (as the lead organisation) and SEND-Ghana, is 
implementing a four-year (2014 -2018) USAID funded project titled, “Strengthening Accountable and Democratic 
Institutions through Citizens Engagement - ADISS,” seeking to address the implementation gaps that exist within the 
state anti-corruption bodies and empower citizens and CSOs to report and document corruption cases.  In partnership 
with GII, CDD-Ghana and Citizens Movement against Corruption (CMaC), the Secretariat embarked on a project titled 
“Promoting a more level playing field: Reducing Abuse of Incumbency and Electoral Corruption in Ghana’s Election 
2016”; and collaborated with Global Media Alliance (GMA). Also, under a STAR-Ghana funded project dubbed “Vote on 
Issues,” the Secretariat actively participated in National Anti-Corruption Action Plan (NACAP) activities as well as 
implementing a UNDP-funded project under the theme: “Strengthening Citizens' Participation to Enhance Quality 
Service Delivery and Development”, among others. 
 

The Secretariat strived hard to build the capacity of staff members during the year under review; some staff members 
pursued programmes that built their capacity to perform their roles. The Secretariat participated in programmes by 
various stakeholders including members of the Coalition. 

The financial report, as reflected in the annual report, portrays how development partners have supported the 
Coalition’s vision to prevent corruption in Ghana. The Secretariat expresses profound gratitude to its donors, partners, 
the governing board members of the Coalition, the selfless staff as well as the general public for the immense 
contributions and diverse roles being played that has contributed to the modest success recorded during the year under 
review.

1.2. Remark by the
          Executive Secretary 
          Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh
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During the period under review key activities and programmes were undertaken by the Coalition with 
funding support from donors. 

2.1.  Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening (ADISS) Project

The Secretariat, in a consortium with Ghana Integrity Initiative (as the Lead Organisation), and 
SEND-Ghana is implementing a four-year (2014 -2018) USAID funded project titled, “Accountable 
Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening (ADISS)”. The project seeks to improve the 
existing policies with new strategies. Some key activities undertaken during the reporting year were: 
anti-corruption durbars in 16 GACC districts; media advocacy on the ADISS corruption reporting 
platforms; conducting a corruption perception survey; citizens’ petition to their respective MPs for 
the passage of the RTI Bill; and a research on the status of implementation of PAC/ARIC’s 
recommendations in 16 districts.

2.2.  Abuse of Incumbency and Vote Buying Project

The Secretariat, in partnership with GII, CDD-Ghana and Citizens Movement against Corruption 
(CMaC), embarked on a project titled “Promoting a more level playing field: Reducing Abuse of 
Incumbency and Electoral Corruption in Ghana’s Election 2016”. The project implemented strategies 
that: monitored the incidences of abuse of incumbency and electoral corruption in the 2016 election; 
captured instances in which state owned media might be biasing information (with reference to the 
fair opportunity through equal access to the state media as provided for in Article 163, 55(11) and 
55(12) of the Constitution of Ghana); and advocated for the enforcement of laws pertaining to 
regulating abuse of incumbency and electoral corruption.

2.3.  Vote on Issues Project

The Secretariat collaborated with Global Media Alliance (GMA) under a STAR-Ghana funded project 
dubbed “Vote on Issues”. The overall goal of the project was to create a well informed and engaged 
youth in the election process, contributing to credible, peaceful, free and fair Election in 2016. 
Activities implemented include:

* Organised six (6) regional Youth Dialogues (termed - Y-dialogues) in the Greater Accra, Ashanti and 
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Western Regions for youth engagement with political parties and officers of the Electoral 
Commission, Civil Society and Political Parties; and

* Implemented a social media campaign to influence the youth to vote on issues.

2.4.  National Anti-Corruption Action Plan (NACAP)

The Secretariat actively participated in all HiLiC and MONICOM activities during the reporting year. 
The Secretariat in collaboration with CHRAJ organised a one-day sensitization workshop on NACAP 
with funding from OXFAM-Ghana. The workshop sensitized and educated CSOs on the NACAP; 
examined the role(s) of CSOs under the NACAP; equipped participants on the NACAP reporting 
template; and funded the implementation of a social media component of its Youth in 
Anti-Corruption proposal. UNDP had originally approved to fund but could not commit funds for 
implementation due to funding constraints.

2.5.  Strengthening Citizens' Participation to Enhance Quality Service Delivery and 
Development Project

As part of activities underlining a UNDP-funded project under the theme “Strengthening Citizens' 
Participation to Enhance Quality Service Delivery and Development”, the Secretariat accomplished 
interface meetings between LANets and MMDAs in eight districts; the interface meeting(s) bordered 
on sharing the findings emanating from the implementation of the respective LANet action plans 
with MMDA officials, whilst offering the scope for the MMDAs to provide feedback to these findings; 
and then instituted media engagement for wider dissemination of the LANet findings.

2.6.  I AM AWARE Project

The Secretariat, with support from CDD-Ghana, organised I AM AWARE sensitization activities in 33 
districts within seven regions. The I AM AWARE project disseminates up-to-date information and 
evidence-based data on the state of public service delivery in Ghana. Specifically, I AM AWARE data 
covers the state of infrastructure, its provision, resource allocation, and service delivery outcomes in 
the provision of basic education, health, water, sanitation, security, roads and agriculture in Ghana. 
The project furthermore organised a day’s training workshop on Local Governance, decentralisation, 
communication and lobbying as well as research methods for five newly formed Local Accountability 
Networks LANet members from Sagnarigu, Karaga, Gushiegu, Nkoranza South and Ada East Districts 
with support from CDD-Ghana.

2.7.  Giving Disability a Centre Stage in Development Plans of Local Government Project

VOICE-Ghana, in partnership with LOGNet and GACC, has been implementing a project under the 
theme “Giving Disability a Centre Stage in Development Plans of Local Government”. The project 
seeks to ensure that MMDAs mainstream key components of Article 28 of the CRPD, which is on 
adequate standards of living and social protection for persons with disabilities into their development 
programmes and budgets. As part of the implementation, a scoping study was validated and results 
findings were disseminated during the period.

2.0. REPORT FROM THE PROGRAMMES AND 
RESEARCH DEPARTMENT
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2.8.  Business Integrity Forum (BIF) and Elections 

Established in 2012, the Business Integrity Forum (BIF) provides a platform to discuss the private 
sector’s efforts and contributions towards the fight against corruption in Ghana. The Secretariat, 
together with the co-chairs of the BIF (i.e. Vodafone Ghana Limited and Newmont Gold Ghana Limited) 
organised a forum under the theme “Election 2016: Impact on Business, Role of the Private Sector”. The 
forum, among other things, sought to understand the electoral process and its implications for the 
private sector. A communiqué was issued by the participants. 

2.9.  Procurement Scoping Study - Consultancy 

The Public and Private Development Centre (PPDC) based in Nigeria contracted the Secretariat to 
facilitate a procurement scoping study in Ghana. The Secretariat secured interview appointments with 
targeted respondents and organised a validation workshop on the study findings.
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The Resource Mobilisation Team (RMT) made up of all the heads of Units i.e. Programmes, 
Research, Communications, Accounts and led by the Ag. Executive Secretary during the period 
under review developed and submitted proposals to the following organizations:

* UNICEF – (Successful) The proposal was submitted in partnership with OXFAM-Ghana and 
SEND-Ghana.

* Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA) – (Successful).

* West Africa Civil Society Initiative (WACSI) – Three Year capacity support in M & E and advocacy 
with funding from the French Embassy. 

* UNDEF – (Awaiting response) two proposals were submitted. One was submitted in partnership 
with SEND-Ghana and the Sustainable Development Goals Ghana (SDGs-Ghana) Platform.

* The Secretariat is also preparing to respond to Media and GESI calls for proposals advertised by 
STAR-Ghana.

3.1.  Partnership Building and Activities

The Secretariat participated in programmes by various stakeholders including members of GACC 
during the year under review. The Secretariat furthermore participated in the following international 
meetings:

* Regional South-South Consultation Meeting held in Saro-Maria Hotel, Addis Ababa – Ethiopia, 
from June 8 – 9, 2016. 

* Regional Whistleblower and Witness Protection Workshop held in Bella Cassa Hotel, Monrovia 
Liberia (19 - 21 September, 2016).

* Fighting Corruption and Tackling Illicit Financial Flows from Africa, 27 – 28 October 2016, Abidjan 
(Cote D’ivoire).

3.0. RESOURCE MOBILISATION EFFORTS
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The Secretariat also serves on the steering committees of the following:

* Right to Information (RTI) Coalition – The Secretariat actively participated in the activities of the 
RTI Coalition to advocate for the passage of the RTI Bill.

* Civic Forum Initiative (CFI) - The Secretariat actively participated in the election observation 
activities of the CFI.

* Alliance for Integrity - A global multi-stakeholder initiative of the German International 
Cooperation (GIZ). The Secretariat participated in its formation and other activities.
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* Mr. Bright Sowu, the Senior Research Officer, participated in a two weeks Oil, Gas and Mining 
Governance Summer School organised by the Natural Resource Governance Institute (NRGI)/GiZ. 

* Mr. Godfred Amoako, the Accounts Officer, and Mr. Michael Adisu, the Research and Programmes 
Assistant, participated in training workshop for Officers of Anti-Corruption & other allied State 
Agencies. It was organised by the African Centre for Energy Policy (ACEP).

* Mr. Michael Adisu, the Research and Programmes Assistant, participated in a five-day workshop on 
“Deepening focus on data-driven reporting” organised by Penplusbytes in collaboration with the 
Natural Resource and Governance Institute.

* Mr. Abdul-Kudus Husein, the Communications Officer, has been granted a study leave without pay 
to undertake a one year Masters in Development Studies at the Institute of Social Studies Erasmus 
University, Hague Netherlands.
 
* Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh, the Acting Executive Secretary participated in a three week U4 online 
course on the Essentials of Anti-Corruption sponsored by DFID.

4.0.  STAFF TRAINING/CAPACITY BUILDING 
PROGRAMMES
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5.0.  CONCLUSION 

Fundraising continues to be a challenge for the Secretariat although a strategy of continuous 
proposal writing has been instituted to keep programmes and activities running. However, despite 
the funding challenges encountered, the modest success recorded during the year has positively 
impacted on the work of the Secretariat, and the motivated sta�’s commitment to fundraising.

6.0. FINANCIAL REPORT
COLUMN 1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11
12

1
2

SOURCE
VOICE GHANA

PPDC
FAT AFRICA

STAR GHANA
OSIWA
UNDP

CDD GHANA
LOGODEP

USAID 
GLOBAL MEDIA ALLIANCE

PROGRAMME COST
GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

5,428.00
17,426.00
8,000.00
29,584.00

-
36,455.00
108,354.00

-
407,728.00
6,000.00

TOTAL 626, 025.00

0.9
2.8
1.3
4.7
0.0
5.8
17.3
0.0

522, 537.00 63.1
305, 081.00 36.9

65.1
1.0

NEWMONT GHANA 7,050.00 1.1
100

EXPENDITURE

827,618.00 100

AMOUNT (GHc) PERCENTAGE (%)

TOTAL


